The three dimensions of functional T-cell tolerance: from research to practice.
In this issue, Paek et al. describe two phenomena. First, they show that intermediate concentrations of a "transgenic" autoantigen may cause a lichen planus-like autoimmune disease. Second, and more importantly, they show that high doses of peptide antigen suppress the expression of the T-cell receptor and coreceptors, particularly CD8, and that this suppression improves this T-cell-mediated, destructive inflammatory skin disease that is similar to erosive lichen planus.